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Senior art majors Michelle Tanabe, left, Jordan Joyce, center, 
and Gabriel Klein, right, carry all their art supplies home 
because the art lockers are closed for the semester. 


Beach Balls practices flow art 
on the Speaker’s Lawn every 


Monday through Friday. wena 


By Lucas MCMASTER 


Staff Writer 
: ost school days, Walter Heth walks out 
of class — sporting a traveler’s tool belt - 
and raccoon tail — hops on his unicy- 


cle and pedals over to the Speaker’s Lawn for a few 
hours of juggling with the on campus performing 
arts club, Beach Balls. 

Like Heth, who is president of the club, Beach 
Balls is far from traditional. 

Despite full class loads, the group gathers on the 
Speaker’s Lawn to play and practice with toys and 
props almost every Monday through Friday ‘from 
noon to 2 p.m. 

Heth said students are welcome to stop by, wheth- 


er they have 10 minutes or two hours to kill. He said - 


“no experience is necessary, and the club members 
love to teach. — 

“A lot of people are embarrassed to give it a try,” 
Heth said. “They think they will get made fun of or 
something terrible will happen if they mess up, but 
they really just don’t know the people. It isn’t like 
that.” é 

Most of Beach Balls’ members are also still learn- 
ing, with some who picked up their skills in less than 
30 minutes. 

Heth first started juggling when he was 12 years 
old. Now, at 22, he has had experience in gymnas- 
tics, acrobalancing, fire spinning, fire breathing and 
tightrope walking. 

“We have this joke, ‘If I can just learn this one - 
move, I’Il stop,’ because once you do get it down, you 
always want more,” he said. “It’s human nature to 
want something, to be good at something. Now I al- 
ways want to learn something new. It makes me hap- 
py. I think that’s why juggling has been so popular.” 

This is Heth’s first semester as club president, but 
he said he has seen about an 80 percent increase in 
members. He said it’s hard to keep track of the grow- 
ing group, because they do not keep a list of mem- 
bers’ emails or phone numbers. 

“If people have fun, they’ Il come back,” Heth said. 

With Beach Balls, members can also practice a 
wide range of the flow arts, which combine fitness 


~ See JUGGLING, Page 2 
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Senior electrical engineer major Walter 
Heth is president of Beach Balls. 
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COTA senators push for lockers 


A petition aims to 
reopen the art lockers” 


in FA-4, 


By DANIEL SERRANO 
Assistant City Editor 


Associated Students Inc. Senators 
from the College of the Arts are draft- 
ing a petition that pushes to reopen the 
Fine Arts building 4 art lockers .and 


' 
Pry 
a 


says the closure is an unfair burden on 
art students. 

The petition, which will be circu- 
lated in a few weeks, would aim to 
reverse a decision made earlier this 
semester to close the art lockers for 
2012-13. 

The petition hopes to bring back a 
storage space for art students to put 
their large, heavy class supplies, which 
they must now carry from class to 
class. 

Senators Kalifa Sprowl and Paul Se- 
teu said the idea for the petition came 
from a student email. They said the 
idea was presented at the College of 


TH CLASSES 


the Arts Student Council and was well 
received. 

“Generally, students are disappoint- 
ed and annoyed [that the lockers have 
been closed],” Sprowl said. “It comes 
as a change of lifestyle.” 

Department chair of the School of 
the Arts Christopher Miles told the 
Daily 49er in September that the main 
reason for closing the lockers was due 
to planned renovations to turn the 
space in to classrooms. Miles also con- 
sulted with University Police Captain 
Scott Brown, who said gang members 


See Lockers, Page 2 


Students 
press for 
wireless 
printers 


New printing stations 
may be installed 

in the USU and the 
SRWC. 


By CourTNEY TOMPKINS 
Staff Writer 


Additional printing stations in 
the University Student Union and 
the Student Recreation and Well- 
ness Center may allow students more 
places to print wirelessly in the near 
future. 

Associated Students Inc. Senator 
Angelica Cortez-Hernandez said she 
has received multiple requests from 
students about adding more printing 
stations. Students last semester and 
this semester have said how conve- 
nient it would be to have additional 
printing stations, according to Cortez- 
Hernandez. 

“A lot of students work out and 
spend time at the SRWC, so it would 
be so much more convenient to have 
one in there,” she said. 

Students currently have access to 
printing in two main locations: the li- 
brary and the Horn Center, which are 
located on opposite ends of the cam- 
pus. : 

Undeclared Sophomore Emelie 
Holst said that printing at the begin- 
ning of the semester is not bad, but 
once midterms and finals approach, 
both locations. are packed with stu- 
dents. j 

“It would be great if there were 
more places I could print wirelessly 
from, because right now I have to go 
all the way to the Horn Center,” Holst 
said. “My classes are mostly in the ~ 
Language Arts buildings on upper 
campus.” 

Cortez-Hernandez said there is one 
printing station in the USU, but stu- 
dents need a USB cord to print at this 
station. 


See PRINTERS, Page 3 
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After responding to 

a nine-person dorm 
party, police detained 
and booked one 
student. 


By ANTHONY GARZA 
Staff Writer 


University Police responded to 
a reported disturbance at Los Cer- 
ritos Hall room 138 at 10:26 p.m. on 
Saturday, University Police Captain 
Scott Brown said. The disturbance 
was found to be a party upon arrival, 
Brown said. There were nine people in 
the dorm room, and the students were 
' found to have been drinking and were 
uncooperative with resident assistants, 
Brown said. One student was arrested, 
Brown said. Kevin Sneller, 18, was de- 
tained for possession of brass knuckles 
and was booked at Long Beach jail, 
Brown said. 
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A woman’s 2009 MacBook Pro was stolen on the third floor of the Fine Arts building 4. 


Man dismissed from water polo 
match 

A man was asked to leave the campus 
pool for making derogatory remarks to 
the opposing team during a men’s water 
polo match against Navy at 7:46 p.m. on 
Sept. 27, Brown said. The man initially 


refused to leave and then complied after 
police responded and escorted the man 
out, Brown said. 


Police respond to couple’s argu- 


‘ ment 


University Police responded to an in- 


cident of a man shoving a woman at the 


University Library at 8:22 p.m. on Sept. 
26, Brown said. Upon arrival, police 
found that the man and woman were 
boyfriend and girlfriend and involved 


‘in a verbal argument, Brown said. 


There were no signs of injury, and the 
woman did not want to press charges, 
Brown said. University Police provided 


the woman with resource information, 
and the incident is currently under in- 
vestigation, Brown said. oes 

Coaches fight at Walter Pyramid 

Two coaches ata Brazilian Jiu Jitsu 
tournament were involved in a dispute 
at the Walter Pyramid at 5:03 p.m. on 
Sunday, Brown said. One coach report- 
edly slapped another coach on the head, 
Brown said. The coach complained of 
loss of hearing, and the other coach 
fled the scene, Brown said. A possible 
suspect has been identified and police 
are currently following up on the case, 
Brown said. 


Computer stolen from Fine Arts 
building 

A 2009 MacBook Pro was stolen 
from a woman on the third floor of the 
Fine Arts building 4 at 4:10 p.m. on Oct.» 
1, Brown said. The woman reported 
that she had left her backpack unat- 
tended and her MacBook was missing 
when she returned, Brown said. No 
suspect information is known, and the 
case is currently under investigation, 
Brown said. 


JUGGLING 
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and meditation with play. 

The concept behind flow art is learn- 
ing “to move in harmony with an in- 
animate object so that it becomes an 
animated extension of your body,” ac- 
cording to the Flow Temple website. 

Jennifer Flores, a new Beach Balls 
member and junior sociology major, 

‘was introduced to the flow community 
when she discovered how much she 
loved hula-hooping. 

“I’ve never found something so chal- 
lenging, so rewarding,” Flores said. 
“It gives me confidence. It teaches pa- 
tience. It shows you how you learn. It 
really showed me how to be okay with 
not knowing what I was doing.” 

Flores said flow art is a way to re- 
lieve stress and just be present in the 
moment. Although she was intimidated 
when she started, the acceptance and 


encouragement she found in the flow 
art community gave her a real sense of 
belonging that quickly fed her passion. 

“There is a toy for everyone: poi, 
hoop, clubs, staff, torches,” Flores said. 
“Whatever your style is, there is some- 
thing out there.” — 

Heth said the same sense of commu- 
nity inspired him to take an active role 
in expanding the club’s membership. 

“When I started at Long Beach State, 
I got those emails about suicides on 
college campuses,” Heth said. “I was 
lucky; I never had that problem of de- 


pression. I found a community that was - 


super welcoming to me, and I felt like I 
fit right in.” 

Heth said he hopes the club can be a 
place where new students feel welcome 
and comfortable. 

“T thought, if I could make this club 
bigger, I could give all these freshmen 
somewhere to belong,” he said. “If I 
could open it past juggling, it could be- 
come, like; a school hangout spot.” 


LOCKERS 


Continued from Page 1 


and non-Cal State Long Beach stu- 


dents were tagging the lockers, when 


making the decision. 


Seteu, a junior industrial design 


major, said he can relate to students 
struggling with carrying burden- 
some class materials around cam- 
pus. 

“I didn’t used to have a locker,” 
he said. “Between portfolio pieces, 
a tool box and my backpack, there 
were times when I was carrying 40-45 
pounds with me on the bus.” 

Seteu said he’s also considering 
pursuing a student-driven clean-up 
effort, which would decrease the like- 
lihood of students or: others painting 
graffiti on the lockers. 

“We can make it a student project,” 
he said. “We could have students go 
in for one of their classes and elimi- 


nate the graffiti and put on a nice new 
coat.” 

He also said relocating the’ lockers 
is a possibility, but that’a prospective 
location for them has not yet been 
identified. 

Despite the reasons given for the 
lockers’ closure, Sprowl said that mu- 
tually beneficial solutions are still pos- 
sible. 

“Tt understand that this is a sig- 
nificant concern; however, I don’t 
feel that we should just flat out close 
them,” she said. 

Sprowl said that the art department 
would also consider heightening se- 
curity to prevent closing the lockers 
altogether. ; 

“If gang activity and the hazardous 
fumes is a strong issue, then we need 
to address that problem by ensuring 


that these lockers are safe and exclu- . 


sive for student use,” she said. 
Sprowl said that a key card sys- 
tem, similar to that used by the 


Student Recreation and Wellness 
Center, could be implemented and 
would help deter. locker usage by 
non-CSULB students. She also said 
surveillance equipment could be 
used to monitor what is being drawn 
or written. 

Seteu said he wishes that school offi- 
cials had consulted with students before 
making the decision to close the lockers. 

“I think it’s almost disrespectful 
that they didn’t reconsider their deci- 
sion or talk to students about it,” he 
said. “We would have at least appreci- 
ated a survey from the college to get 
student input before making the deci- 
sion.” 


. 
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The Hillside dining halls 
undergo more changes 


The changes 

include an outdoor 
eating area and the 
discontinuation of the 
omlet bar. 


By GABBIE ALVIDREZ 
Staff Writer 


Cal State Long Beach’s Residential 


Dining Services is still looking to spruce 
up the student eateries by opening a pre- 
viously closed patio section to students. 

The opening comes in addition to 
the dining halls’ new menu and interior 
renovations. 

The Hillside dining hall has lent its 
outside patio to various student events 
and housing activities. Prior to this se- 
mester, the sectioned-off outside area 
had not been accessible to students. 

Housing Director Carol Roberts- 
Corb and Director of Dining Services 
for 49er Shops Melissa Devan said the 
outdoor patio has not been used be- 
cause there was no effective method to 
secure it. 

“Per fire codes, thére needs to be a 
way for patrons to exit the facility from 


‘the patio,’ Roberts-Corb said. “But, 


to ensure that non-residents could not 
enter through the patio door without a 
meal plan or without paying, a panic 


, 


bar (alarm) needed to be installed so 
that patrons could exit in the event of 
an emergency.” 

The alarm was fixed on Thursday, 
which is also when the patio opened, 
Devan said. 

Dorm residents said that the addition 
of an outdoor eating area would pro- 
vide a nice break from eating indoors. 

“T think the opening of the patio is 
great for the residents because it gives 
them a chance to experience their meals 
outside,” Malcolm Jackson, a resident 
assistant for Hillside, said. “It doesn’t 
always have to feel like a cafeteria when 
you go into the dining hall, so I think it 
is a great addition to the dining services. 
I’m [glad] that they are using it.” 

Aside from opening the outdoor 
patio, the Hillside dining hall also de- 
cided to discontinue a student favorite 
—the omelet bar. 

According to sophomore journalism 
major Shereen Dudar, the omelet bar 
may have caused a minor problem. 

“T believe they had an issue with too 
much smoke, so they had to stop,” Du- 
dar said. 

Because the omelet bar was in an 
enclosed space, special equipment was 
needed to meet fire marshal standards, 
according to Devan. 

“{They] had to eliminate all exhibi- 
tion cooking due to fire marshal regula- 
tions,” Devan said. “We need a hood to 
do such cooking. As we look forward 
to the remodel in the future, this will 
be addressed.” 
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Senior liberal studies major Julio Cortez makes photo copies in the Horn Center. 


PRINTERS 
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Junior communications major Shelby 
Reynolds said she doesn’t think 
walking across campus to print is a 
big deal, but she said that additional 
printers would be more convenient for 
students, especially when students are 
running late to class. 

“Tf printers were put in that were 


more convenient, I would definitely 
use them,” Reynolds said. 

ASI Senators David Rose and 
Cortez-Hernandez plan to meet with 
RoseAnn Knight, chair of the USU 
Board of Trustees, sometime this 
week to brainstorm ideas and discuss 
further plans. : 

The senators also plan to meet 
with College of Health and Human 
Services Dean Kenneth Millar to 
find the best way to implement a 


survey within the college, according 
to Rose. 

Rose said they want to get some 
feedback from students before they 
attempt to acquire funding for the 
print stations, and they hope to 
administer the survey by the end of 
this week. 

If the students show enough inter- 
est, Rose and Cortez-Hernandez plan 
to talk with the USU about funding 
for the project, they said. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


Student Advertising Representatives 
for the Daily Forty-Niner _ 


The Daily Forty-Niner and Dig Magazine Advertising 


Department seeks enthusiastic, self-motivated 
individuals to join our advertising team. The 


following position is available. Benefits include: 


ble work experience 
Marketing & Sales 


Experen in building brands for liens 


Ad Copy & Layout 
Mix Media sales 
Networking 

High learning potential 

Build a professional portfolio 

Flexible Schedule 


-and Social Secity card. Must be an ‘ enrolled student at CSULB. 
Apply i in person in the SSPA Bldg. Room 010B. Ask for Sara Toray. 
(562) 985-7410 admanager49er@gmail:com 


The state of California took a 
bold step in immigration reform 
last week when Gov. Jerry Brown 
signed a bill that offers thousands 
of young illegal immigrants the 
chance to get their driver’s license. 

The new legislation allows il- 
legal immigrants in California to 
legally drive if they qualify for a 
federal work permit program. 

The federal work permit pro- 
gram was created by the Obama ad- 
ministration and applies to illegal 
immigrants who came to the U.S. 
before 
they 
turned 
16 and 
are 31 
years old or younger today. 

This is, of course, if the illegal 
qualify and meet the other criteria 
of obtaining a work permit as well. 

Immigration reform has been a 
major topic in the political arena 
both on the local, state and federal 
levels. 

Until the 1990s, illegal immi- 
grants were allowed to freely ob- 
tain driver’s licenses in California. 

However, Californians believed 
then — and some still do — that 
the driver’s license was something 
that needed to be kept safe and sa- 
cred. Thus, legislation was passed 
to bar illegal immigrants from get- 
ting driver’s license in California, 
until now. 

Now that young illegal immi- 
grants can obtain driver’s licenses, 
opposition claims that by allowing 
them to drive legally is a breach 
national security. 

There is a fear that allowing 
illegal aliens to get driver’s licenses 
permits them to use it as a form of 
identification to get through airport 
terminals. 


Our VIEW 


However, we do not fear the idea of illegal immigrants driving 


legally on our streets. : 


First off, this new legislation affects people who, because of their 
young age, were brought to the U.S. without a say in the matter, 
Being under the age of 16, these illegal immigrants were brought to 
America by family. It is unfair to deny them a driver license when 
they did not have a say in coming here in the first place. 

Also, in order to qualify for a driver’s license they need a work 


permit. 
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This means these people are working towards an income and 
living — just like the rest of us. They must be in school, graduated 
with a high school diploma or have served in the military. There 
are background checks to make sure they pose no threat to national 
security. Each illegal alien will also have to pay $465 to get the 


permit as well. 


So, these permits are not just being given away. 

It is also an insane idea to not allow some of our workforce to 
drive. Everything is so spread out in California, so people need to 
drive to get to work, and that includes illegal immigrants. 


NEEO 


By not issuing driver’s licenses like in years past, we were giving 
illegal immigrants insufficient means to get around in the state and 
instigating temptation to drive without a license. 

The new legislation in California certainly aligns with Barack 
Obama’s policies on immigration reform. 


Brown said on signing this into law, “federal government should 


citizenship.” 


pursue comprehensive-immigration reform with a pathway to 


BS 
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Offering young illegal immigrants a chance at citizenship 
through driver’s licenses is just thefirst of many steps. 


We have devolved into a society that craves hugs via Facebook 


I, for one, am a fan of new technology as much 
as the next person. Yet, there are some frivolous 
inventions out there that I can’t seem to wrap my 
brain around. 

The invention that inspired this piece happens 
to be the Like-A-Hug coat. Created by research- 
ers at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 


the Like-A-Hug is a jacket that inflates with air to - 


symbolize a hug every time someone “Likes” one 
of your posts on Facebook. 

Yes, social media addicts, now you can feel the 
warming sensation for real every time you check 
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_ your posts to see how many people enjoy what 


you are sharing. 
The Like-A-Hug resembles a life-jacket vest 


distance.” 
We have finally done it, America. We have 
finally conquered the age-old problem of long 


be a popular fashion statement, I do think this 
invention is an accurate reflection of the times. 


Social media has been great in keeping long . 


Marty McFly would wear from the “Back to the 


Future” series and looks as 
trendy as walking around town 
in a Snuggie. 

One of the creators of this 
jacket, Melissa Chow, said 


CHASEN DOERR 


distance hugs. We can all rest much easier now. 


Of course, the Like-A-Hug 
jacket comes with the feature 
to send hugs back to the 
original sender by hugging 
themselves to deflate the air in 


distance relationships alive, but it has also 
clouded our sense_of physical human interaction. 


We judge our popularity by how many Face- 


book friends we have or by how many people 
“Like” our posts, 


The Like-A-Hug jacket is just another step that 


on her blog, “Like-A-Hug is a wearable social 
media vest that allows for hugs to be given via 
Facebook, bringing us closer despite physical 
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their puffy jacket. So no one has to miss out on 
the lovin’. . 


While I don’t think the Like-A-Hug will ever 
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Gas prices should not affect the upcoming presidential election 


Yesterday, gas prices in California rose to an 
average high of $4.66 a gallon. 

This means that California’s average gas price 
has risen to be higher than that of the nation’s 
former most expensive gas state, Hawaii, which 
is $4.39. 

The regular gas price average in the U.S. is 
$3.81 currently, but the cheapest available gas in 
Long Beach as of yesterday was $4.54 

The highest price reached $4.92 at one point. 

Whoa. 

Gas has almost become $5 per gallon here in 
Long Beach. 

This is surprising because gas prices normally 
go down before an election. 

In California alone, we are paying towards 
gas typically 40 to 50 cents more per gallon than 
anywhere else in the country. 

For years, many have pinned the gas price 
hikes on the sitting U.S. president, blaming him 
for mishandling the situation. 


Even so, gas prices do not greatly affect the 
vote when election season finally rolls around. 
As of last year, the U.S. supply of oil increased 


“the most since 1970. 


Under President Obama’s term, the amount 
of drilling for oil in the U.S. has increased. But 
that increase only accounts for 10 percent of the 
country’s current demand. 

According to the Repub- 
lican Party’s independent 
energy campaign, gas prices 
will rise if Mitt Romney is 
elected. While the prices will 
rise, more jobs will be created through drilling 
and more oil will be available. 

However, as we can see with the Obama ad- © 
ministration, the increase of the amount of drill- 
ing oil will not lower outrageously high prices. 

Just as before, prices are more than likely to 
escalate if we drill more. 

As enticing as it is to exclaim “drill baby drill,” 


the odds are demand will remain the same and be 
ineffective in lowering prices. 

Beyond rising prices, the current gas situation 
has turned several desperate drivers into thieves. 

In Roseville, Calif. there were about 1,100 gal- 
lons of gas stolen from a Shell station. 

That is worth more than $4,500. 

These gas thieves were caught; however, only 

1,000 gallons were recovered. 
Gas prices are higher in 


KRISTA BROOKS California dueto a fire at the 


Chevron Richmond refinery in 
August. 

This refinery supplies 8.5 percent of total pe- 
troleum products to the Petroleum Administration 
for Defense District 5, which includes California. 

Prices have-also escalated from the organic 
chloride contamination that shut down the 
Kelleman-Los Medanos pipeline, which provided 
85,000 barrels of crude oil a day to the San Fran- 
cisco Bay Area. 


We experienced another setback yesterday lo- 
cally in Torrance, Calif. 

The ExxonMobil refinery that supplies 149,000 
barrels daily to the Los Angeles area suffered a 
power outage. 

These setbacks and shutdowns lower our oil 
supply, so of course our wallets will take a hit. 

Like other states, energy experts predict that 
lower-quality gasoline may be introduced to 
California. 

This gas causes more pollution but will ease 
the severe spikes in price. 

California already has high levels of pollution 
as it is, so this gas should be used only temporar- 
ily. 

Despite setbacks at the pump, hopefully Cali- 
fornia residents will be able to separate gas prices 
from the real issues when voting in this election. 

Krista Brooks is a junior journalism major 
and the assistant opinions editor for the Daily 
49er. 


Users should take Yahoo’s home page headlines less seriously 


We’ve all heard the saying, “Don’t shoot the 
messenger.” 

Yet, being targeted and shot at is the very 
thing journalists have had to endure since the 
profession’s conception, both figuratively in 
the public forum and literally in the battle- 
front or even on the streets at home. 

As a student journalist, I can understand 
the mistrust that the public might still hold for 
journalists, given the history of yellow journal- 
ism, propaganda and the occasional corrupt 
writer. 

However, when I read in a status on Facebook, 
“T question journalism nowadays, as a headline 
at Yahoo News is ‘Dog-beer taste test: What does 
beer for dogs taste like? I have nothing against 
dogs or beer, but really? Who cares?” I become 
disturbed. 

People are questioning journalism in 
general because of what they see on a website 


where journalistic reporting is not the main 
priority. 

Today, there are numerous places to get your 
daily-update on what is happening, each with 
their own pros and cons. 

The writers at the Los Angeles Times might 
be more inclined towards one political stance, 
FOX News spins their 
stories too much and even 
the editors of the Wall Street 
Journal smell funny. The 


- criticisms come from all over 
the place. 


When you think of news sources, the names 
that come to mind should be ones like the LA 
Times, CNN and AI Jazeera. 

While Yahoo provides stories, most of the 
stories that scroll across the home page barely 
pass as “news.” 

Stories like “New Job for ‘Tanning Mom’” 


TYLER TASHIMA 


“and “Six odd facts about Pokémon” would not 


be found in the first few pages of a legitimate 
newspaper. , 
It was early into September when I read the 


~ status on Facebook. 


Then, on Oct. 8, the stories floating around 
on Yahoo’s home page gravitated more 
towards a tabloid than a 
newspaper. 

It is only when you ac- 
tively click their news tab — 
which.is 13 tabs down, mind 
you, and just above the tab 
“omg!”-— that oné can see more newsworthy 
articles. 

Most of these articles are pulled from ABC 
News, the Associated Press and Reuters. 

So here’s the issue: Yahoo, whether it in- 
tends to or not, is being looked at as a source 
of news every time people check their email. 


Yaternshi 


YOUR 
PICTURE 


$1000 


DEADLINE 
Oci 15> 


Yahoo may be striving to have a “catch-all” 
approach with their headline news stories, but it 
should consider stepping up its game. 

Google has also used the “catch-all” approach 
with a search engine, email client, as well as other 
features. 

Unlike Yahoo, however, Google chooses to 
visually separate these features. 

Upon clicking the news tab in the Google 
engine the viewer is greeted with lists of new 
stories — lists of top stories, lists of recent stories 
and lists of categories of lists. 

At the very least, Yahoo can move more of 
their hard news stories to its home page strip. 

Of course, it will lose some of the enticement 
it generates from the stories on Pokémon and the 
latest parent who “dun goofed,” but its credibility 
will improve. 

Tyler Tashima is a senior journalism major and 
a contributing writer for the Daily 49er. 
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Local MCs show their skills at “Battle of the Beats” 


Rappers went head-to-head to 
try winning their own concert 
on campus. 


By PRISCELLA VEGA 


Assistant Diversions Editor 


A long line of students congregated outside the 
University Student Union ballrooms Thursday as 
the evening drew near for the Battle of the Beats, an 
event featuring students lyrically battling to be de- 

- clared the best MC. 

After the ballrooms were transformed into a 
concert venue, attendees trickled in feeling as 
energetic as the booming music. In the background, 
performers practiced their moves and lyrics before 
going onstage. 

Once the lights dimmed, Corey Ann Lucas, the 
host for the event, introduced himself and warmed 
up the audience with his humor and wit. 

EJay, a New York native who moved out to Los 
Angeles and began his own hip-hop group, The First 
Class, started the night off with a boom. EJay rapped 
an original track, “Good Morning,” and encout- 
aged audience participation. After his performance, 
Greater Than, an all-female part of The First Class, 
performed their songs. The ladies’ colorful attire and 
funky musicality captivated the audience. 

The judges of the night were James Milbry, a for- 
mer Interscope Records employee; Quiz, a local art- 
ist from Los Angeles; and Christopher Soto, a Cal 
State Long Beach student who teaches hip-hop and 
rap in juvenile detention centers. 

Two participants from a pool of 14 MCs were 
selected randomly and were each given a minute to 
lyrically battle each other. 

The first set of competitors, G and Weapon X, 
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Long Beach local Pepe Locs, also know as Locust, won the competition. 


started off the night with promise as each MC gave a 
glimpse of their talents. At the end their performanc- 
es, Lucas asked the audience to choose their favorite 
by how loud the audience cheered. The judges some- 
times gave constructive criticism. 

By the second round, the list of competitors were 
narrowed down to six MCs. Some competitors 
stepped up their performances and attacked their 
competitor, taking Milbry’s advice. After the six per- 
formed, the judges decided who would move on to 
the final round. ex 

Once Lucas announced the finalists, Weapon X 
and Locust, the two stepped onstage for their final 
chance at proving who was best. Each were given 35 
seconds to freestyle. Weapon X won the first round 
but lost the following. The judges and audience were 
unable to call a winner, and a tiebreaker round was 
arranged. To raise the stakes, the round called for an 


acapella performance, and they were given 45 sec- 
onds. Locust was eventually declared the winner of 
the battle. 

Pepe Locs, also known as stage name Locust, said 
he was ‘proud to win the battle being a Long Beach 
native and plans to continue his music endeavors. 

“The only other threat I saw was that other cat that 
I went head to head with in the end,” Locust said. “So 
I think it turned out pretty fair. I’m going to follow 
this passion of mine with music. I got a lot of stuff 
that Long Beach has yet to hear, and I think they’II be 
proud to know I’m Long Beach’s own.” 

Despite the low expectations some may have 
had about the rap battle, those who came out were 
exposed to a creative outlet that isn’t commonly 
found in the mainstream. The Battle of the Beats 
proved to be a successful event that is sure to gain a 
greater following in future years. 
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Movie Night 

9 p.m. 
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“The Birds” at Paradise Piano 
Bar and Restaurant. Graba 


-meal while you're at it. 


Art Exhibition: Emma- 


Louise Vezey 

6.a.m. - 9 p.m. 

2300 East 4th St. 

Portfolio Coffeehouse is hosting 
works by Emma-Louise Vesey, 
an artist who was born and 
raised in Zimbabwe. The event 
is free. 


Experience the Book 

10 a.m. 

101 Pacific Ave. 

The Long Beach Public Library 
is showcasing works by four 
internationally-known Long 
Beach artists’ work. The event 
is open through the month of 
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public hours. The event is free. 
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Long Beach State suffers 
first home loss of year in 
critical conference contest 


LBSU gave up three 
second-half goals and 
a fourth in double 
overtime to Cal Poly. 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


Ina game between the Big West Con- 
ference favorites and the Big West lead- 
ers, the favorites showed for 70 minutes 
why they were supposed to win. 

The rest of the time, the leaders 
proved that hype isn’t everything. 

After opening up a.2-0 first-half lead 
on Cal Poly, the Long Beach State wom- 
en’s soccer team couldn’t put the game 


out of reach. It gave up three goals in- 


the final 20 minutes of regulation before 
surrendering the game-winning score 16 
minutes later in double overtime, falling 
to the Mustangs 4-3 on Sunday after- 
noon at George Allen Field. 

It was a crushing loss for a team that 
hadn’t lost at home since 2010 and was 
projected to run away with the Big West 
title. 

“Tt feels like it should feel after you 
lose a 2-0 lead,” head coach Mauricio 
Ingrassia said. 

For the 49ers, the loss is even harder to 


accept when considering the amount of 
missed opportunuies they had. The ‘Nin- 
ers (9-5, 2-2 Big West) outshot Cal Poly (7- 
5-1, 4-0 Big West) 24-14 for the game and 
only scored on three of their nine shots on 
goal. Those don’t include the many shots 
off the goalpost or breakaway chances that 
failed at the last moment. 

“Tf it’s 2-0, they’re’still in the game. 
3-0? Kills it,” Ingrassia said. “I thought 
we should have put it away a long, long 
time ago. I don’t know how many posts 
we hit today. I lost count.” 

The 49ers owned the first half. Af- 
ter a Renee Mediola goal five minutes 
in put LBSU on the board early, Nadia 
Link scored her sixth goal of the season 
33 minutes later to give her team a 2-0 
lead going into halftime. 

At that point, it already looked as if the 
‘Niners should be ahead by four or five. 

The second half rolled along, and it 
was more of the same. A great chance 
here, a missed opportunity there, and 
despite earning almost all of the pos- 
session time, the 49ers were still nurs- 
ing a two-score lead. 

Then the bottom fell out. 

Cal Poly: got on the board in the 71st 


minute, tied the game in the 74th and . 


took the lead in the 82nd. The 49ers 
looked as if they had been shocked 
awake by an alarm clock-with a loose 
wire before they collected themselves 
enough to score the equalizer one min- 
ute before time expired. 
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Nadia Link scored one of LBSU’s three goals, but she couldn't get the dagger despite having many chances. 


LBSU then found itself in the over- 
time of a game that should have ended 
in the first 30 minutes. 

The first overtime passed with both 
sides knocking on the door but failing 
to break through. In the second over- 
time, Link nearly scored the golden 
goal when she had a one-on-one match- 
up with the Cal Poly keeper. She hit her 
shot just a bit too far left, however, and 
the ball rolled harmlessly past the post 
and out of bounds. 

It only took a few seconds more for the 
Mustangs’ Sarah Epps to complete the up- 


set of a team that was ranked as high as 
eleventh in the nation earlier in the season. 
“Right now, it stinks,’ Ingrassia said. 
“But we’ll get to Monday, when we can 
regroup a little bit. I think they understand 
that they have everything to play for still” 
That includes a chance to play in the 
Big West tournement and the NCAA 
tournament if they can win most, if not 
all of their remaining games. 
Unfortunately for LBSU, injuries are 
a major factor in whether that goal can 
be accomplished. C 
“Marie [MacKenzie] has a torn 


Jc 


ACL, and Jordan [Nelson] has an torn 
meniscus,” Ingrassia said. 

In addition to those two starters, Ingras- 
sia will have to find a temporary replace- 
ment for Mediola, who went out with a 
concussion halfway through the game. 

“That definitely hurt in terms of the 
rotation and having that presence in 
there and having that body,” he said. 

The losses may hurt, but the injuries 
appear to be hurting more. LBSU has 
a week to recover before its next set of 
games, however, as it will play UC Davis 
and Pacific on the road next weekend. 
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